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Driving in Japan

As | approach my second year here, | have been reflecting on all the challenges | have
encountered while adjusting to life here in Japan. I've found driving here to be a pleasant, safe
and enjoyable experience and | consider myself lucky having been placed in a prefecture where
driving is the main way of getting around. On weekends 1I'll often “go for a drive” with no
parﬁcu|ar destination in mind to enjoy the sights and clear my mind. But there were a few
things | needed to get used to in order to get to this stage.

The first one was horns. Here in Japan | can probably count on both hands how many times
| have heard a driver honk their horn. But in the United States the sounds of horns on the roads
and highways are as natural as the sound of birds in the forests and fields. People honk when
they are upset. When they are saying thank you to other drivers. When someone in front of
them is driving too slow. And sometimes to call attention to friends distracted pedeﬂrians.

And next, which was both a shock and a pleasant surprise, was the kindness of drivers
everywhere I've driven in Japan. I've driven all over Shikoku, through the busiest parts of
Osaka and into the center of Hiroshima. And throughout all this driving | have never once felt
the same kind of anxiety that | would often feel back in the United States. Drivers in Japan are
patiem. attentive, and considerate of others on the road.

What do you think of drivers here? Have you had any bad experiences or had the chance to
drive on the wild expressways of the US? I'm excited to hear how you view driving on our

beautiful island and in Japan in genera|.
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Discuss how you can help international residents and

‘/:IT 1LDE 4 EFFRK ‘MISSWN tourists in Susaki when natural disasters happen.

Iy
=it Sl | (BRKESEELLE ABHCVAAEAERPEXEELD
ESCHR—PTEDZD, AALTELESTAELELD,)

—

28H

1HED;EHRSDIRY IR
V. BN TMERERONE
AMRIEDEEICDVT, TIBR
ZERSNU . REBTILEYT—
YavETVLWELE,




